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JANUARY, 1884. 


THE MONTH. 


Ix beginning another year, we are glad to be able to announce that the Weok of 
United Prayer appears likely to be observed with much care and earnestness through- 
out the Protestant Christian world. In our own metropolis various series of meetings 
have been arranged for in different localities. The West-end meetings will be held 
daily in Steinway Hall, Lower Seymovr Street, Portman Square, commencing at 
half-past eleven o'clock in the forenoon. The Young Men's Christian Association 
have arranged for one series of meetings to take place in Exeter Hall, at 1.15 r.u., 
and another at the Centenary Hall, Bishopsgate Street, daily, at 1 o'clock. The 
meetings at the Conference Hall, Mitdmay Park, will be at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m: each 
day ; and at St. Paul’s, Onslow Square, they will be at 5 r.u., except on Satarday. 
The South London Branch of the Evangelical Allianee have made an admirable 
arrangement, according to which the six evening meetings for the week will be held in 
six most important localities on the Surrey side, beginning with the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle. In places out of London we understand that local arrangements have 
been made in the same spirit and proportionally on the same scale as in the metropolis ; 
and in some instances there seems to be a warmer co-operation between Charchmen 
and Nonconformists than had shown itself on former occasions. Believing as we do 
that such seasons of ynited supplication are the appointed means for obtaining « 
fresh effusion of the Holy Spirit, we look forward with faith and hope to the year 
on which we are now entering, and trust that it will be marked by signal mgnifesta- 
tions of His favour and good-will towards His waiting people, who has taught us to 
draw near Him in fall assurance as the hearer and the answerer of prayer. 


The wonderful success that has attended the Luther celebration has not un- 
naturally stimulated the feelings of Englishmen in regard to the desirability of duly 
commemorating the career of their own great fellow-countryman, John Wickliffe. 
Born more than a century and a half before Luther, he was the most_encgessful, on 
the whole, of all those who attempted the Herculean task of reforming the Church 
of Rome before the actual era of the .Reformation. Wickliffe, fortunately, had 
’ powerful friends among the nobility, who kept him safe from the malice of his 
enemies. Like Erasmus, at a-beter period, he was the unsparing enemy of the 
monks, and attacked them with a vigour and sarcasm which the witty Datchman 
himself scarcely surpassed. His onslaughts, however, touched deeper points than 
the corrupt practices of the begging friar or the crafty policy of the Court of Rome. 
He denied the real presence, and exposed the falsehood of the doctrine of tran- 
substantiation. In this he was a true pioneer of Luther's work, and the immediate 
influence of his teaching was by no means small. Both in England and on the 
Continent, he had many followers, although, finally, the movement was suppressed 
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by relentless persecution. England may justly be proud of “the morning star of 
the Reformation,” as he has been fondly called. Oxford, destined afterwards to 
give birth to the movement under Wesley and that under Newman, was the spot 
which sheltered for awhile this hardy and enlightened leader in the battle against 
error and superstition. We trast the commemoration in prospect will be worthy of 
the great name of Wickliffe and the great Protestant people of England. 


LITERARY. 


Ture is often a delusive simplification in science which is at once very specious 
and very misleading. Instead of a true generalization founded on a real resemblance, 
there is a placing together of things radically different which are made to appear 
similar. Very often this is accomplished by a trick of language, the same name being 
applied to different things in different senses without the variation of significance 
being taken note of. The poverty and ambiguity of language are thas answerable. | 
for a great deal of confusion in thought. Many theories which have made a noise 
in the world have really rested on no better foundation. Very good service to the 
cause of trath is rendered by those who detect and expose such instances of confusion, 
and point out that conclusions drawn from names do not really apply to things. In the 
Fernley Lecture for 1883 we have a very good instance of this kind of service. It 
is by William Arthur, and is entitled “On the Difference between Physical and 
Moral Law” (T. Woolmer, Wesleyan Book-room). The Positive system of Auguste 
Comte, together with the expositions of it by some of his English disciples, are dealt 
with in a trenchant and masterly manner. The style is lively and somewhat 
colloquial, with a touch of smartness about it which perhaps readers familiar with 
philosophical literature will not altogether relish. As the book, however, aims at 
being a popular treatise on a rather dry subject, perhaps the author has judged 
Tightly of how to make it readable to the many. 

The human side of the Saviour’s life has been dealt with by many writers of 
our day with much discriminating analysis, elevated sympathy, and imaginative force. 
i} The subject appears to be a most fascinating one, and recurs again and again, as if 
. it were impossible to sound all its depths and exhaust its fulness. There is some- 
! thing in this, doubtless, of reaction from the formulas of a creed in which abstract 
propositions are laid down concerning the person of Christ, without the vividness 
that belongs to the manifestation of Himself in His historical setting forth by word * 
and deed. Some who have endeavoured to portray the marvel of His humanity 
have given it prominence, that they may throw His divinity into the background, 
either denying it altogether or making but little of it. With other writers, the 
unique loftiness, the absolute falness and completeness of His character, and His 
matchless influence in dealing with every form of human need and human aspiration, 
have been the cumulative portions of an argument that established beyond all 
question His divine original. Christ could not have been the man He was unless 
He had been God as well as man. The more carefully the incidents of His life are 
studied, not merely in their external connections and surroundings, but with a view 
‘ to gain an insight into the workings of His spirit and feel the touchings of the 
" power that went forth from Him, the more shall we be assured by the force of an 
irresistible conviction that He is none other than Immanuel, God with us. 


- - 


| In “ Sunrise on the Soul” (Hodder and Stoughton’, we have a series of discourses 
. by the Rev. J. Ogmore Davies, Minister of Craven Chapel, London, in which selected 
incidents from the life of Jesus are handled from this point of view. The author was | 
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’ publie when they begin to be alive to the importance of questions like these. 
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brought out of s period of painful religious perplexity by reading the Gospels afresh 
in a childlike temper, and these stadies are fitted to be a “ Path for the Perplexed.” 


Unfalfilled prophecy furnishes a branch of study which acts like an absorbing 
spell on the minds of many. Those who betake themselves to it seem to lose 
relish for plainer and more homely paths of inquiry. To pierce the veil which con- 
ceals the fatare has about it an excitement which strangely kindles the imagination 
and calls forth the fervent aspirations of the spirit. It seems to us, however, that 
prophecy may be more profitably studied in regard to the part which has been 
already fulfilled than that which awaits fulfilment, The astonishing correspondence 
of the accomplishment with the prediction is well fitted to impress the mind with 
awe at the relation of God's purpose to His providence, and « make us feel more 
forcibly that it is He who still rules over the earth, the King of kings and Lord 
of lords. Besides, the localities to which we are led by the stady of accom- 
plished predictions furnish scenes of great and varied interest. A very pleasing 
little volame of this kind has been written by J. Robinson Gregory, under the title 
of “ Tlustrationsof Fulfilled Prophecy” (T. Woolmer, Wesleyan Book-room). The 
arrangement of topics is mainly geographical, and it ia made more interesting by a 
number of woodcuts representing scenes and places referred to in the narrative. 


A new volume of Ballantyne’s Miscellany has appeared, called “ The Thorogood 
Family” (Nisbet and Co.). The boys of the household all do something worth 
doing, acting on the Fire Brigade, helping to man a lifeboat, or engaged in some 
other enterprise requiring manly qualities and serviceable to the community. It is 
a stimulating book for the young, and preaches most effectively to our lads the 
lesson, “ Go thou and do likewise.” 


A dainty set of tiny little volumes comes to hand in Hodder and Stoughton’s 
Ninepenny Packet Series. Here we have “The Despised Friend,” by C. H. 
Spurgeon; “ Stamibling-blocks Removed,” by the Rev. J. R. Brooks, p.p.;_“ Pietas 
Privata,” Prayers and Meditations from the Writings of Hannah More; “ Goodly 
Pearls,” a collection of brief extracts from various writers. We like the idea very 
much indeed, for the wee books are very easily read, well worth reading, good to 
carry in the pocket, and good to give away to a friend. 


Those who hold by evangelical truth are sometimes talked about as if they 
stuck to something that was utterly commonplace and old-fashioned. They were 
falling behind, and not keeping pace with the times. They repeated and reiterated 
the same everlasting story, which had grown so stale that men were sick of hearing 
it. We want something fresh served up to us, and not the ancient tale which was 
addressed to our grandfathers and great-grandfathers ages and ages ago. Well, 
there are ways of speaking the old truth which may exactly suit what men are 
thinking and talking about to-day. In the “ Present Day Tracts,” of which three 
volumes have already been completed, and a fourth is in progress, the Religious 
Tract Society have made a most vigorous and successful effort in this direction. The 
various papers are from the pens of distinguished authors, who have been judiciously 
selected from their mastery of the several topics on which they have written. These 
topies inclade the most pressing and important questions on Christian evidence 
doctrine, and morals. There is alarge amount of the latest information, coupled with 
ust reasoning and clear views, put before us in « little compass. We have, in fact 
a miniatare library, just suited to satisfy inquiring minds among the general reading 
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It is well when some memorials of a worthy life appear before there has been 
time for the freshness of regret caused by death to fade away from the minds of 
surviving friends under the influence of those new impressions and anxieties which 
are inevitably produced by the onward current of events. When the place has been 
only recently left vacant, and the loss still continues to be felt, the words of the 
departed are likely to command a more earnest attention and prove more fruitful for 
good. For this reason we are pleased to see that a volume of discourses has been pub- 
lished, selected from the manuscripts of the late Canon Battersby, under the title of 
“ Christ the First and the Last ” (Hodder and Stoughton). At the time of the death — 


of the lamented author, we called special attention to the circumstances, and spoke of 


the services he had rendered to the Church of Christ in general, and more particularly 
of his connection with the Evangelical Alliance. The present volume is thoroughly 
characteristic of the writer, showing the clearness and vigour with which he grasped 
the great principles of the Gospel, and the earnestness with which he pressed them on 
his hearers. Though not written for publication, they betray no shortcoming ip 
literary excellence of such a kind as is suitable for pulpit ministrations, where the 
object is rather to speak to the heart and conscience than to stimulate the intellect 
or gratify the taste. The photographic likeness at the beginning will be a pleasing 
memorial to his friends, and in its lofty and earnest expression will enhance the im- 
pression conveyed by his words of what he was to the wider circle of readers into 
whose hands the volume may come. 


PROTESTANTISM. 


Berons the echoes die away of the Luther celebration, it may be worth our while to 
ask again what effect the movement he headed has had on the Church of Christ. 
It is charged against him that he was the author of the greatest schism which has 
taken place since the establishment of the Catholic Church. He it was who rent 
the seamless vesture of our Lord with violent ‘and sacrilegious hand; he it was 
who, like a self-willed and rebellious child, tore himself from the arms of his loving 
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_ mother, the Church, refused to be won back by all her remonstrances and entreaties 


—nay, turned against her with revilings and maledictions, did everything he could to 
injure her, and would have destroyed her if he could. Is it not enough to fill one’s 
soul with horror to hear of such unnatural ahd wicked conduct, especially when it is 
called to mind that outside the pale of the Church there is no salvation, and that 
consequently the multitude of those who have followed Luther have done so to their 
own perdition? Such language, so plain and undisguised, may naturally be expected 
from the advocates of the Church of Rome; but hints and echoes of the same kind 
of thing may be heard from other quarters, —¢poken, indeed, with bated breath and 
with ambiguous reservations, but none the’ less expressing a pious horror of the sin 
of schism as perpetrated at the Reformation, and rendered permanent by the very 
name of Protestant. What, then, is this sin of schism? To separate from the 
Church. Well, so be it.’ From what Church? The Church of Christ, the true 
Church, wherein dwells the Spirit, within which alone is salvation to be obtained. 
So be it again. Let us grant that so it is. Well, then, the Scripture teaches that 
every one who believes in Jesus, by that act becomes a member of His body, the 
Church. All true believers are partakers of the Holy Spirit, and are made heirs of 
salvation. The true Church is made up of these, and not of adherents to any 
external organization ; for a man may profess and call himself a Christian, and yet 
have no part or lot in Christ Jesus. To cause divisions even in the external Church 
is doubtless sinful, if it be done without just and sufficient cause, But such 
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separation is commanded by God himself, when the professing body of His people has 
become grossly or hopelessly corrupt: “Wherefore come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you, and will be a father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and danghters, 
saith the Lord Almighty.” The Reformers separated from Rome because Rome had 
sinned against Christ. Rome tried to tempt them back again, but it was not by 
curing her corruptions, but by bribes and threate. Luther remarked of one of the 
agents of the Papacy, ‘‘ He loved me so very dearly, that he was willing to shed 
blood for my sake—to wit, my own blood.” The gentleness of Rume’s mother-love is 
witnessed to by the fires of Smithfield, the blood that flowed at St. Bartholomew, 
and the unspeakable horrors of the Spanish Inquisition. Has she ever tried to 
amend her errors? On the contrary, she has stamped them as incurable by 
pronouncing herself infallible. The genius of the Papacy has becciae more intense 
and concentrated from its very antagonism to the Reformation. As the movement 
for truth and freedom culminated in Calvin, so ,the contrary spirit found its most 
forcible expression in Ignatius Loyola and the Society of Jesus which he established. 
Within our own ‘days, Rome has proclaimed the two dogmas of the immaculate 
conception of the Virgin, and the personal infallibility of the Pope; thus putting the 
crowning touck both to her idolatry and her spiritual despotism. If ever a protest 
was needed against her teachings and her claims, it is needed now. It has been 
asserted that Protestantism has failed, decause it is a disintegrating system, and 
cannot command the assent of faith, from its want of authority. True it is that 
Protestant Churches have had their weaknesses and their divisions ; yet, for all that, 
civil liberty and progress, prosperity and empire, have been secured under their 
influence ; while Rome has cramped and stunted the growth of the nations that have 
remained subject to her sway. Next to the first establishment of Christianity, the 
Reformation has been the most important event in history. The same beneficent 
effects have flowed from each, though variously modified by the circumstances of the 
time. Protestantism is simply a revival of primitive Christianity.. It has been a 
return to the unpolluted fountain-head, past all the corruptions which have pollated 
the lower current. The greatest result, after all, has been the salvation of multitades 
of immortal souls, through the simple and powerful declaration of the Gospel. 
Protestantism is the religion of Christ, and Popery is the religion of the priest. 
- The object of one is to enlighten men and save them, and the object of the other is to 
keep them in blindness and subjection. And the peculiar guilt of Popery lies in this 
—that she had the Gospel, and has perverted it to serve her own evil ends. 


i 


NUMBERING OUR DAYS. 
Moses, the man of God, in that prayer of his which has been preserved in the Book 
of Psalms, makes request that the Eternal would teach us to number our days, that 
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. We do not need a voice from heaven to tell 
us how many days we have lived already, for we can calculate their number for our- 
selves. The number we have yet to live is hidden from our view, nor will it be 
disclosed to us in answer to any prayer. It is a secret of Providence with which it 
is better for us not to be made acquainted. The numbering of which we need to 
learn the art is that which notes the days as they speed along, and marks their quick 
___suecession with thoughtful intent to make them serve the purposes for which they 
were bestowed. Too often we remain careless of the sliding hours, and only awaken 
to the consciousness of their rapid flight when they have passed away beyond recall. 
Yet if a complete and finished life-work is to be accomplished, every portion of our 
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years must be filled with its appropriate activities. When we are young, it seems 
to us as if time were almost an exhaustless treasure, of which we may spend with 
unchecked and Isvish hand, and yet have abundance yet in store. By-and-bye we 
learn that often opportunities come only once and never again return. We look back 
| with regret, and think what might have been had we been more alive to seize the 
Pir occasion for getting or doing good. Many a sad remembrance, the recollection of 
Pi many a slip and many a failure, enforces with painfal urgency the lesson that there is 
| —__ wo time like the present time. Even if we have not entered into the shadows of 
; declining day, we know they are inevitably drawing on, and that we must work while 
ie it is day, for the night cometh wherein no man can work. The sowing time is brief, 

bat the time of harvest will be long. We scatter the seed in the threescore years 
eee and ten, or it may be in only some little portion of those few years, but that seed 
will continue bearing fruit after its kind throughout eternity. Let us look to it first 


that the seed is good, and then that it is liberally scattered far and wide wherever 
our hand can reach ;\for whatsoever a man soweth, that also shall he reap, and 
sparingly or bountifully shall he reap according as his sowing has been sparing or 
bountifal. Has God given us grace to do somewhat? Let us covet to do still better, 
that so our last years may be our best. , 


THE OPENING OF THE WALDENSIAN CHURCH IN ROME. 
(Translated from “ L’ Eglise Libre.” ) “4 
/aavme received a pressing invitation to be present at the opening of the Waldensian 
/ Church in Rome, M. Pilatte, of Nice, Editor of L’ glise Libre, williagly accepted %t, arid 
“he has since given the following account of the event in his paper of November 30 :— 

The kind of /fé#e in which I have just taken part is everywhere and always 

interesting ; it had to do with the opening of a church. But here, considering on one 
hand the locality—Rome—where the place of worship has been erected, and, on the other, 
the Church that is to meet there—the ancient martyr Church of the Valleys of Piedmont 
—this inauguration is of more than ordinary interest. 
- Other Charches were provided with places of worship ‘in liberated Rome before the 
Church of the Waldenses, but if all of them had a right to be there, none had so 
pre-eminent a title as she—a truly national Church, the only Church of purely Italian 
origin, and that long before any of the Churches of the Reformation; whose martyrs 
watered with their blood not only the North, but also the South of Italy, and even Rome 
itself, where the godly Waldensian, Pasquale, was broken on the wheel, then burnt, and 
his ashes thrown into the Tiber. 

The evangelizing work of the Waldensian Church dates from the taking of Rome by 
united Italy. Hardly bad the Italian troops entered the breach at Porta Pia, when the 
Waldensian evangelists followed in their-train. The construction of a church in the 
Papal city was at first the bold dream of a few Christian enthusiasts. The dream has 
become a reality. But what obstacles have had to be overcome ! 

The site was acquired four years ago. Hardly had the building been begun, when a 
legal process stopped it, The next nejghbours are monks—Fratelloni, as they are called. 
They have a chapel, and the law forbids the erection of a church in the near neighbourhood 

| of another place of public worship. But is the oratory of the Fratelloni a place of public 
r worship? The first Tribunal eaid ‘ Yes,’ the Court of Appeal said ‘Yes’; the Court of 
ii Cassation reversed these two judgments, Then, despairing of gaining their cauise bya 
nt new appeal, the Fratelloni gave in, and the construction was continued. Bailding is no 
og trifling matter in Rome, where it is often necessary, in order to reach solid ground, to dig 
It was needful to desxend fourteen metres to lay 

founda new At , the edifice 

was completed without accident. 
The site was admirably chosen, on the confines of Old and New Rome, at the 
corner of one of the principal streets, the finest in Rome—Via Nazionale. The new town 
is extending with prodigious rapidity. When Rome became the capital of united Italy, 
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Having taken as his text the 17th verse of the portion he had read, Signor Prochet, 


cf 


Baptists ; Presbyterian Scotland was worthily representéd by Dr. Scott, who hed 
expressly frem Scotland to take part in the festival ; by Mr. Gray, of Rome, and by « 


Stewart, of Leghorn, the indefatigable friend of the Church of the Valleys, the greatest 
living benefactor of evangelization in Italy. For forty years he has taken part in the work, 
giving his intelligence, his efforts, his time, his means, his great influence in Scotland— 
giving his heart to the work of God, of which the Waldensian Church is the instrament. 
To him, under God, this church in Rome is due, Without him, it would bave been 
impossible to find the sums needed for the acquisition of the site and the completion 
of the edifice, which is now, as it were, the crown of all his labours, Whether he was 
happy yesterday, I leave the reader to judge. We all rejoiced in his joy, and each one 
beholding him so radiant, blessed him in his heart. | 


MARTIN LUTHER AND JUDAISM. 


Martin Loraer was born on St. Martin’s Eve (November 10th), 1483 ; so that the 

year [1883] is the four-hundredth anniversary of the birth of the great Reformer. It is 
not within our province to enter into a general investigation of the character and real 
value of Luther's work. To ws, there is an a:pect of the discussion of far greater im- 
portance ; and that, it is scarcely necessary to add, is the relationship between Lather 
and Judaism—what he owed to Jews, directly or indirectly ; what he wrote 

the Jews ; and what he did for and against the Jews. 

For the first twenty-five years of his life, Lather came into no relation with Jews or 
Judaism. In 1505, however, whilst walking in a field with a friend, both were struck 
down by a flash of lightning. Luther escaped, but his friend perished ; and the former 
vowed, on the spot, that he would renounce the world and become a monk. In accordance 
with this vow, Luther joined, on July 17th, the Augustine monastery at Erfurt. The 
reputation for scholarship and boldness in his views which he had formerly 
enjoyed was so much enbanced by his studies in the monastery, that in 1508 he was called 
to the Professorship of Philosophy in the newly-established University of Wittenberg. 


_ So far, however, Luther had not given much attention to Hebrew; he even asserts that 


he was twenty years old before he had ever seen the Bible. Luther, however, now eritered 
a world which, if he himself was to powerfully influence its destinies, had already been 
greatly modified by the efforts of men like Erasmus and Reuchlin. These had, in spite of 
general obloquy and opposition, devoted themselves to the study of Greek and Hebrew, 
and had not feared boldly to express their views on the doctrines and literature of the 
Jews. Reuchlir, in particular, had risked a great deal in his noble advocacy of Judaism 
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to 
Cross of Christ, as every man of 
his ity ctific Ui iis. 
; thrilling and animated it was! 
the whole congregation sang ; they 
; -e The 350 to 400 persons who 
rend, Whose name Will refer to presenuy, OWMseriand Was Were sue Person, 
dear to us all, of M. Peter, Pastor at Naples, the enlightened and zealous friend of the work 
| of Italian evangelization. Lastly, your humble servant—the sole representative, and that 
without credentials, of France and four churches. , 

I now refer to the name of the third Scotchman who was present. He has, indeed, 
right to a place by himself in this narrative. At the head of the procession which came 
to oecupy the reserved places around the pulpit, walked a man of venerable aspect, with 
of all. It was Dr. Robert 


and his opponents were not slow to recognize. Reuchlin was, indeed, just now at the pinnacle 
of Tis fame. The Pope, who hed ordered the destruction 
and his successor, Leo x., so far from 


followed his advice to burn Reuchlin 
,” “Teacher of Lies,” “ Slanderer 
the Sacred Writings.” 


We cau find no difficulty, then, in accoun 
Reuchlin for his support and friendship. Not only 


language. 

It was owing to his proposed translation of the Old 
into direct contact with Jews. During his famous visit 
is stated to have made the acquaintance of the celebrated Elias Levita, and to have sat at 
his feet as a disciple. This friendship must have up to the Reformer an entirely 
new world of scholarship, and that of a kind of supreme in 
humour. Thenceforward Luther appreciated at its true worth the 
derive from Jewish scholars in his arduous undertaking. Heart and soul, he gave himself 
up to the study of the Hebrew language. Lather seems to have quite caught the Jewish 
spirit about this period of his life, and throughout 1521 he worked hard at his Hebrew 
Lexicon. Very characteristic of Jewish influence is the anecdote narrated in one of his 
own letters. He happened to be staying at an inn, and had disguised himself as a cavalier 
to avoid unpleasant attentions. Here he is found by two students quietly taking « 
Hebrew Psalm-book from his pocket and reading therefrom, unconscious of the strangeness 
of bis beha 

In the prosecution of his Hebrew studies, Luther owed almost everything to Reuchlin. 
It is extremely doubtful whether he would have succeeded in obtaining the assistance he 
s0 much needed but for Reuchlin’s successful campaign. Luther carried into the study 
of Hebrew the same zeal that marked his every effort, and it is mot the least of his per- 
formances that he popularized the study of Hebrew in Germany. The rage for Hebrew 


Bibles and Rabbinical commentaries was so intense, that the supply was utterly inadequate | 


to the demand, and new editions were constantly required to meet the ever- 


spoken is Luther in a pamphlet which he published in 1523. Its title was, “ That Jesus 
was born a Jew ;” under this heading Luther maintains that the enormities of Christianity 


might well keep the Jews from adopting the new in preference to the old faith. Jews 
had been treated as dogs, rather than as men; and yet they were the near friends of 
Christ, end it was the duty of Christians to behave to them as brothers. 
In 1522, Luther commenced the translation of the Old Testament ; and in the course 
this work, Lather assisted at what Matthesius describes as a “ Private Sanhedrim.” 
‘“‘The friends met once a week, several hours before supper, in the old Augustinian 
monastery at Wittenberg, which had become Luther's house. Bugenhagen, Justus Jonas, 
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against the calumnies of Pfefferkorn and the forces of the Dominican Friara. In his ‘ 
a way for Lather; and this fact both Lather 
In 1520, therefore, the first complete printed edition of the Talmud was issued by Daniel 
Bomberg, of Antwerp ; the Jerusalem Talmud being added three years later. It is hardly 
possible to over-estimate the assistance Luther derived from this thorough-going triumph 
of Reuchlin and the Jews. If the Dominican lines were broken through so success- 
fally at one pcint, why not at others? Pfefferkorn was quite aware of the cogency 
of this reasoning ; and about this period he published his last word to Reuchlin, which 
a considerable amount of discernment. Why had not the Pope originally 
Reuchlin he mildly terms “ Head 
of the Holy Charch,” “ Falsifier of 
Pfefferkron, “ that we have at 
present to much on our bands with Martin Luther, that men will forget you. Reuchlin, 
I tell you, and believe me, you will not be forgotten. . . . . Had the Pope eight years 
ago treated you as you deserved, Martin Luther would not have dared even to think, let 
alone write, what has been urged against Christianity.” 
the manner in which Lather prayed 
Hebrew séliolars of the day, but bis countenance was of great value to one who was, 
partially at least, about to follow in his footsteps. Erasmus, unlike Reuchlin, replied 
very coldly to Luther's appeal. He rebuked him for the utter want of moderation in his 
creasing 
demand.. This period, 1510-30, must be regarded as the actively pro-Jewish portion of 
Luther’s career. “ For as touching the Church or people of the Jews,” remarked Lather 
in his commentary on Psalm cxxix., ‘‘ it appeareth by the histories that they were placed 
in the midst of their enemies, as a goodly rose in the midst of thorns.” Yet more out- 


NI 
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Melanchthon, Aurogallus, Roser, and several Jewish Rabbis made the Senhedrim.” The 


 pames of the Jewish Rabbis are omitted by contemporary biographers ; and even Schott 


contents himeelf with the remark that Lather was not above seeking assistance from the 
least likely people, “even from Jews” (“ Geschichte,” ete., p. 88). Apart from Jewish 
Rabbis, Melanchthon was the most important of Lather’s collaborateurs. Melanchthon 
was an old pupil of Reuchlin’s, and, indeed, whilst stadying at the Academy of Pfortzheim, 
had lived.in the house of Reuchlin’s sister. His real name, Schwartzerd, had been, in 
th 


Jews,” he declared, “are enemies of Christ, lovers of cursing only; the seed not of 
Abraham, but of the devil.” A passage in his “ Table Talk” will enable us both to trace 
the change we are considering a stage further, and to arrive at a fairly correct conclusion 
as to its cause. “The Jews,” says our author, “are the most miserable people on 
earth. They are plagued everywhere, and scattered about all countries, having no certain 
resting-place. They sit as on a wheelbarrow, without a country, people, or Government ; 
yet they wait on with earnest confidence, they cheer themselves up and say, ‘ It will soon 
be better with us,’ Thus hardened are they ; but let them know assuredly that there is” 
none other Lord or God, but only He that sits at the right hand of God the Father. . « . 
But they are rightly served ; for, seeing they refused to have Christ and His Gospel, instead 
of freedom, they must have servitude” (“ Table Talk,” decclii.). Luther was, in fact, 
disappointed. He had fully expected that Christianity, when freed from the vices and 
follies of Papism, would not fail speedily to absorb Judaism within its fold. With his 
Christianity, argued Luther, there would no more be a deterrent to Jews to throw them- 
selves, with eager enthusiasm, into the arms of the religion he taught. Let Jews but 
hear Protestant preaching, and their conversion was but a question of mopths. But, 
alas for his expectations! “ Jews,” he bitterly complains, “ read our ‘books, and 
thereout raise only objections against us ; they are a nation that scorns and blasphemes, 


it was owing to the double meaning of the Hebrew word ow (“money ” and “ blood ”). 
If, he remarks, a Jewish writer speaks of “a man of money,” @ Christian misinterprets it 


whom none could speak with higher authority, asserts: “Not that Luther resolved. to 
convert the Jews thereby, but that he cleared the Rabbinical mire from many beautiful 


. the direct aid he derived from his Jewish friends, Lather owed much—it is difficult to 
exaggerate how much—in this respect also to Reuchlin. 

; The calm was of short duration, and the coming storm only gathered the more 
; a strength through delay. But a few years after Lather had so honourably vindicated 
| the Jews against the shameless accusations that were levelled against them, he is found 
if foremost in the ranks of thé assailants. And wonderful to relate (though explicable 
enough to those ‘who form a true conception of Lather’s impetuous nature), Lather 
| distances even Pfefferkorn in the violence of his hatred and the bitterness of his 
insinuations, The birth of this tendency, of this mew phase in his conduct, may be 
. traced in the altered tone of his casual references to the Jews in his commentaries and 
homilies, ‘Turk, hypocrite, or monk,” alternates with “Turk, Jew, or Papist.” This 
us for what was to follow. “The 

even as the lawyers, Papists, and adversaries do, taking out of our writings the knowledge 

| of our cause, and using the same as weapons against us.” A few years after Luther's 

| translation of the Bible was finished, the charges against the Jews of exclusiveness in 
religion, hatred to Christianity, and child-murder for ritual purposes, were revived. A 

sect arose, too, at this period, whose fundamental doctrine was the negation of the Trinity ; 

later on known as Unitarians, they were in the first instance confounded with the Jews, 

and were designated Judenzer, Semi-Judwi. Within a brief space, too, a dialogue 

between a Jew and a Christian was published, in which the falsity of the Christian 

interpretations of the Old Testament was forcibly demonstrated, the author of the dialogue 

being a Christian. Worst of all, in 1541 there appeared a “ Judenbiichlein,” also written 

by a Christian, but this time by an active follower of Lutber, in which Judaism comes 

| very favourably off in a comparison with Christianity. The author has an ingenious 

| suggestion in explanation of the revival of the child-murder accusation. He asserts that 

| = = = to efforts in his work, “ Yon den 

He never have thought it worth while to interfere 

ews or Judaism or the falsehoods of certain “ mi wicked % 
were Christians with an of ™ 


This, added to what goes before, explains everything. Luther, therefore, stands in a double 
relation to Judaism. He was its friend, inasmuch as the leading principle of his life 
inclined him to sympathize with what Papism condemned ; and its foe, in that he was ever 
active and zealous for the spread of the reformed faith. At the outset of his career the 
former motive predominated ; but as his life drew to a close the latter motive alone had 
weight with him. The injury he did the Jews is inestimable. But this at least we may 
credit him with: he no more foresaw what widespread influence his attacks on the Jews 
would in course of time exercise, than he anticipated the results of the Reformation that 
he inaugurated in the religion of the civilized world.—Abridged from the Jewish 
Chronicle. 
A VISIT TO THE WALDENSES. 


A visrr to the Waldensian Synod is easily accomplished, and is likely to be 
remembered. Paris can be reached in a day or a night. Turin is less than a day and a 
night journey through the Mont Cenis Tunnel. It can also be reached by the Rhine 
and the St. Gothard Tunnel, by way of Milan. One who admires the shores of the 
Mediterranean can pass from Marseilles to Genoa, through a land of olives, past feathery 
palma, stopping at white embowered towns, gliding into and ovt of numberless tunnels, and 
for the most part in sight of the blue sea studded with white sails, When one bas 
reached the large and lofty railway station at Turin, he has no difficulty in finding the 
train that starts westward four or five timesaday. It used to have its terminus at 
Pignerol, and thence for a dozen of miles the traveller had to use an omnibus, which 
somewhat suddenly revealed that the Valleys are poor, for its equipment was such. But 
a few months ago the extension to La Tour has been completed. Though this is vastly 
more comfortable, one is almost sorry that the seclusion of the Valleys should be invaded 
by the iron horse, and ell his train of cormopolitan ways. ae 
Monte Viso is eeen far off, guarding on the south that bay in the Alpine range which 
encloses the fifteen parishes of the Waldenres. Nothing but that towering, pillar-like 
mountain diminishes the grandeur of the Cottian Alps, where France and Italy meet. 
The lower heights, that form the wave-crests in this bay among the mountains, are very 
lofty. On their sides, and in the bollows between them, it pleased God to hide His 
persecuted people, as in the hollow of His hand. The outer valley of St. Martin is wide 
and fertile, but branches off at the head into narrow rock-enclosed valleys, where the 
hardy people bave to prop their cultivated patches with drystone walls. The inner 
valley of the Pellice is narrower, but richly green. In a cleft of the mountains, the way 
is found into that refuge of the persecuted in extremity, the valley of Angrogna. This 
bas an outer portion where the chestnut grows, and the narrow passages on the sides of 
the cliffs overhanging the bright stream were scenes of destruction and sometimes of 
terrible reprieals as the bunted patriots turned at bay. The upper end, reached 
a rocky pass, where two or three matchlocks repelled armies, is the famous Pra del Tor— 
the school of the prophets who evangelized Italy before the Reformation. The Walden- 
sian people are very poor, hardworking, and Simple in their homes and habits. Such as 
receive education rise to influence in Italy, though as yet their religion is not in favour. 
They have patience, perseverance, and truthfulness, in their naturel character; and we 
know that grace elevates such firmness, and adds attractive graces. Forty years of liberty 
to leave their valleys has not broken the intensity with which they cling to the historic 
soil. One or two parishes, indeed, have been recognized in the colony recently founded in 


South America. 
The names of Dr. Gilly, of Norham, and General Beckwith, are revered as having 


recalled British sympathy to “the Israel of the Alps,” and provided education for their 
children. Other benefactors of the highest rank, and from the Protestant churches of 
various Jands, are mentioned with gratitude. Whet is very cheering to all who admire 
their Christian work and try to help their inadequate funds is that thé Waldenses are 
making rapid progress in the practice of Christian giving in proportion to their own 
resources. 
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passages Of the Old Testament, and warned the Christians against their shameful false- 
hoods, and at the same time instructed the civil magistrates how to deal with the Jews. 
Personally, he would willingly have served the Jews, as be allowed several to be baptized, 
and recommended them to good friends ; but they did not remain steadfast to the faith.” 
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ih The Synod of the Waldensian Church meets annually 
¢g | September. It consists of the pastors and lay representatives of 
. | (Turin and the Colony make the number 
. Italy, amd representatives of the congregations there. 
pm. on September 2. M. Hugon, the pastor of Rors, 
. & completed their long course of college education other m 
; The church is « lofty and graceful, though unadorned, building 
. is Tour, nearly opposite the college, and contiguous to the neat rc 
. there were deputies from Scotland, England, Franc 
| i 1 in the wide apse in which the pulpit stands. & 
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and can bear testimony to the warm gratitude they manifest for 
well as to the eager attention with which they listen to the Gospel message. 


3 


Aretic severity of their winter in their half-built houses, crowded together in the stables 
of their friends. Any sums designed for this object may be 
Landie, 6, Beech Street, Liverpool, 8. 


growth toa pressure upon them of a “colamn of water 

weight of 400 atmospheres.” { Bat if we can once prove that animal life does exist, 
see in this a striking instance of the universal law of adaptation. The existence of animal 
life under circumstances where we are at a loss to conceive how the vital functions can be 
carried on, is one of the most interesting studies of nature. Organisms have been found 
present in hot sand, in snow, in calcined lava, on the barren rock. We tara from the 
kingdom of mature to the kingdom of grace, and we say to every child of God in the 
depth ef doubts and distresses, “God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above ” The history of the Church of Christ is one grand illustration of 
the law of spiritual adaptation. The word, “ My grace is sufficient for thee,” has been 
tried by countless children of sorrow, and each one has been able to testify to its force and 


any experience, and every student of the history of the Church of Christ, has compiled his 
chapter of spiritual “discrepancies.” He has seen the child of God supported under a 
weight of trial which he might deem phenomenal, did he not remember the promise, “ My 
God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Under 
the pressure of the heaviest external calamities many a Christian has said; with St. Paul, 
** Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory.” . | 
The absolute stillness which reigns in the depths of the sea has its analogy in the 
silent submission to God’s will—the soul-rest which is found in those who have been led 
| ' into the depths of Divine chastening. Professor Bailey, of West Point, writes to Maury : 
7 “T am greatly obliged to you for the deep soundings you sent me last week . . . . 


a chance of examining. . . . . I was greatly delighted to find that all these deep 
soundings are filled with microscopic shells; not a particle of sand or gravel exists in 
them.” What does this fact signify? That at 
motion enough to destroy those delicate 
a grain of the finest sand—that in the depths of the processes 
. work. Professor Maury compares these still and silent waters to a “great cushion” 
to protect and defend the bed of the ocean from a continual wearing. Professor Wyville 
Thomson says : “ Over a large portion of the ocean where the low-bottomed temperature 
is known to prevail, the sea-bed is covered with a light, fleecy deposit of microscopic 


* The above is extracted from a work “ Gli " » Be 
Waseing Bardsley. 12.4. a entitled “Glimpses through the Veil,” by the Rev. J 
+ That is, in the place of which he speaker. 
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| the fands entrasted to him, and still there is urgent need of assistance. Our poor 
) Alpines being alone in the solitary mountains, the sympathy and affection of their feliow- 
/ Christians is very precioas to them.” 
| I have more than once visited these chikiren of the martyrs in their far-off retreats, 
them, as 
Winter has 
readers, who 
would like to 
simple Protestants of St. Veran, sheltered from the 
THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA.* 
Tue adaptation of animal life in these depths to surrounding circumstances, whilst showing 
. the design of a Creator, affords also a striking analogy of the adaptation of spiritual life, 
by God's grace, to those various conditions in which the Christian may be placed. 
: Professor Bailey believed that the ocean-bed was one vast mortuary, because if the 
| animalculm had lived there their frail little textures would have been subjected in their 
; its truth. Goase has written an interesting chapter on what he calls, for want of a better 
; term, the “ Discrepancies of Nature” (he adds, there are no real discrepancies in nature )>— 
z t.¢., surprises at finding life, or any particular phase of it, in circumstances where we 
if should not @ priori have at all expected to find it, Every minister of Christ at home of 
| ne bottom of the ocean ab the depth of more than two miles I hardly hoped ever to have 
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morning, 
k shade ; 
; 
? 
and Prince of Peace | 


that now are 
mercy send 
“No more the stars their twinkling watch are 
a better ? 
and morning winds are blowing 


ward 
darkness chased away. 


gathering 


d let your sorrows cease 


The eternal Lord of 
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Iden flame is glowing 


Pay 


will 
teous agonies, O earth ? 


sadness. Every nation 


ers and 
clouds are i thick and fast ; 


tender light to 
no lucid 
all enwrapt in 
times of 
O wretched prisoners 
ving tempest on 
I feel the terrors of the shuddering 
O brother men, what means this dread 
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O fruitless pray 


Great God! whea 
The stormy 
of joy o’er 
radiant east with 
To herald in the orb of glorious day. 


song 
is your salvation, 
ven 
* By the Editor of Eva »gelical Christendom, trom “ Mastyr Bongs.” 


WATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIGHT?* 
I hear the ra 
| The 
es 


ab 


“‘ there remaineth, therefore, a rest to the people of God.” “In Thy presence is fulness of 
joy, and at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” 


in some 
current 
in 
, has 
is 
out in 
as I have 
the lips of that stricken 
Beneath “‘ the raging 
fe and rest. Let every 
hat he is not alone in 
| He who of old “led His 
the depths of the sea a 
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in this 
liberty, this favoured time of the Lord, 


ity. | receive the realization of our Lord’s promise : 


to suppose Mohammedansa, Baddhista, or 
be seriously 


and to its conquests over uncivilized non- 
entity, it will owe its greatness.” 
What a downfall from the spiritual to the 


material! True it is, however, that the in-“ 


to-day, with 20,000 Christians in 740 different 
localities.) And E. Réveillaud adda, with his 
vivid enthusiasm, “ Yes; in the present pend- 
ing conflict between Catholicism and Protest- 
antism, the future is for the latter. ... And 
‘it is not only the future of our Protestant 
churches which isin the hands of French Pro- 


*The people who sat in darkness have seen 


great light’!” 
E. Réveillaud has gone to A 


have accompanied this first McAll effort in 
Africa. His wise circular, forbidding any sort 


articles have since thundered against other 
missions, especially that of Kabylia, informing 
the public that “ English and Prussian politi- 


;| cal views are at the bottom of these foreign 


efforts.” 

Oh, for an effusion of the Spirit of God in 
His French disciples, to thrust them out into 
this field, fired with love and zeal, not merely 
with intellectual fire ! 

Some have lately gone to Senegal—M. 
Jacques, formerly a most successful mis- 
sionary, and Dr. J. Morin, son of Dr. Morin, 
and grandson of Adolphe Monod. 


Dr, Cazalis, now well-stricken in years, has : 


brought out an exceedingly interesting and 
well-written book—his reminiscences of the 
first twenty-three years of the French Mission 
in Basutoland (Les Souvenirs d'un Missionnaire). 
“France,” he concludes, “will enjoy but 
indirectly the fruits of these labours ; but the 
Basutos will always bless her name on think- 
ing of what a handful of her sons did for 
them. May their young churches continue 
to edify us by the simplicity of their faith, 
grow daily in strength and in wisdom, caus- 


race 


| 
| 
| 
| FRANCE. 
[From our own Correspondent. } testants, but the future of our nation. For 
| December 17, 1883. | those only live and prosper which build on 
Ir is curious to read the day-dreams of | the rock of the Word of Christ, whereas 
outsiders, sometimes most flattering, and ap- | those who stumble against it must be broken. 
parently within little of the truth. Thasto| Oh, what Christians, what disciples, what 
the question, “ Who is to conquer and pos | apostles should we be did we more firmly 
sees the world!”  Prevost-Paradol replies, | grasp these truths! And how much quicker 
“ Protestantism!” “ Romaniem, by losing its | 
: kingly and temporal power, sinks to the posi- 
| tion of a sect, a section of Christian 
a Religious communities may expand by a 
: | genuine individual conversions, or by the 
: increase of power, and number of races of rs 
y men which adopt their form of worship.| M. de Rougement, after the rather stormy 
| The former is rare ; and nothing authorizes | opening of a popular meeting in Mustapha 
; disci and a furious onslaught of newspaper articles, 
accessible to conversion to Christianity. India, 
lt main proud of their religion and contemp-| of controversy on ecclesiastical matters, seems 
; tous towards ours. But the uncultivated and | to have been ignored by the men of the 
is uncivilized portions of the globe remain | Algerian Mission, who began by drawing « 
‘2 open ; labour and enterprise, manly founding | contrast between Islamism and Christianity. 
of new societies, civilized States, which spring | Necessarily, it brewed a storm, and violent 
. up with rapid growth, and are born in a day, 
> —these are the fruits of Protestantism. To its 
= souls, it has owed its existence and freedom 
= and to its struggles against natural obstacles, 
| 
direct influence of the Gospel on the intellect 
and general welfare of man spreads in pro- 
Z portion to its direct influence on the soul. 
ij This is ignored or overlooked by philan- 
) thropists, who take the fruits and perceive 
a not the deep-rooted tree which produced 
‘ij them. ‘God forbid that we should glory 
4 in aught save in the cross of Jesys Christ!” 
etc. (Happily, the same paper tells of the 
:. progress in China—from two European mis- 
sionaries and four native ones in 1883, to 
* 400 European and 1,100 native missionaries 
ing ail the remnants of paganism to disapr 
i around them! Become in their turn mis- 
. sionaries, they will perhaps, one day, and 
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out-door exercise, and every day of all privacy 
for prayer,. . . we repeat, ‘ God convert the 
hearts and purses of rich Parisian Protestants !' 
There be those who give nobly, generously, 
even as God prospers them ; giving themselves 
first to the Lord and then to their brethren ; 
bat the great stress of all claims seems to fall 
on these few. A reveil is vehemently called 


Government presented a block of marble and 
2,000 francs to erect a statue to their great 
illustration, M. Guizot, if they agreed, did 
not agree, and are devoting the gift to. 
Menard, a writer of the last century. Such 
is political rancour |! 

The Chaplain of the Expiatoire Chapel in 
Paris baving died, his place is not filled ap, 
the Government having declined continuing 
the salary hitherto given by the Count 
Chambord. 

The Chamber of Deputies has deprived 
the Churches of the emoluments derived 
from funeral ceremonial, hearse, black car- 
tains, ornaments, etc. This is stated to be, 
for the Reformed Church, a loss of 25,000 
francs a-year, and to the Lutheran, 30,000 ! 
Before it becomes law, however, it must pass 
the Senate. There is a proposal from some 
Protestants to do away with funeral or other 
letters, simply informing friends through 
the _Protestant journals, and putting the 
amount thus saved into the fund of some 
church or society. Some are acting upon 
the suggestion. 

The quiet revival of religion, for some time 
past remarkable, at Valeraugues, is going on. 
This is one of the numerous stations of the 
Wesleyan Church in the Gard. M. Elie 
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Vernier gives a hopefal account as to the 
genuine revival of several places in the Pays 
de Montbeillard. In Valentigney is a tem- 
perance society counting 108 abstainers io 
various villages. It was a good thought to 
have ten weeks’ mission in Paris to stimulate 
Radstock, in concert with pastors and lay 
teachers, held numerous meetings to this 
effect. At a launch given by Lord Radstock 
and Canon Wilberforce to the Paris pro- 


_moters and helpers, the important subject of 


the indispensable conditions of fraitfal labour 
was brought forward : communion with God, 
absence of self, seeking God's glory, bringing 
one’s heart into sympathy with the people, 
loving the people, remembering the general 
ignorance of the Gospel, and giving it in 
langoage understood. A call was made to 
every true-hearted Christian to set to work 
personally. Religious meetings should cease 
to be composed of mere hearers, and become 
a spiritual militia, etc. As first results of 
these deeply spiritual gatherings, two special 
series of meetings were decided upon : First, 
to be held in places of worship, to act upon 
Protestants and the more serious le ; 
and, secondly, meetings to be held in the 
‘largest halls possible, concert-rooms, and 
others, to reach the crowds which never 
cross the threshold of evangelical churches. 
These meetings to be made known to the 
public by bold and striking bills on the 
walls 

These meetings are now being held—to 
begin with—at the Oratoire, under the di- 
rection Of the Rev. R. W. McAll, after a 
special morning prayer-meeting each day 
at the Malesherbes Chapel The committee 
is formed of Pastors McAll, Appia, Gibson, 
+Hocart, Lepoids, G. Meyer, Th. Monod, 
Mouron, and Messra Newel, Réveillaud, 
L. Sautter, and R. Saillens. The subjects 
treated by several speakers in the same 
meeting are “ Repentance,” “Salvation by 
Grace,” “Faith and Newness of Life,” 
“ Obstacles,” “The Gift of God.” Bright, 
popular hymns are sung. 

At the halls of the Boulevard des Capu- 
cines and’ of the Rue Jean Jacques Rouss-au, 
also, are being held special meetings of the Sal- 
vation Army. Col. Clibborn and M. Bequet 
support Miss Booth. She and they have 
been listened to by worldly men and women 
with the greatest silence, interest, and respect, 
while they addressed their words to the soul, 
the spiritual nature of man ; not making the 
mistake of the Corinthians, in common with 
so many now-a-days, in trying to convince 
} B 


> 
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with their temperament and native genius, | 
cause the reign of their Redeemer to advance | 
in Africa, so justly called the Dark Continent, | 
It is mi and my expectation, and will 
this thrice | 
French Pro- | 
who advise its relinquishment on | 
of its expensiveness! ... The [Lord | 
their parses! . . And when we think | 
Mission-house in Paris, and, at the 
opposite end of the great capital, of the 
to young men preparing for 
addled together twenty-eight 
, like soldiers in their bar- 
five days of the week of all 
for; and when the sluices are opened, heart 
resistance broken down, and the flood of 
grace flows in, no genuine work will remaio 
unprovided for. Pray for this.” 
Dr. de Pressensé is made Senator. 
The Nimes Manicipality, to whom the 
| 
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At Ferney, in 1860 and 1863, were founded 
by the energetic pastor, Pasquet, two orphan 
asylums, whose increasing prosperity up to this 
day is a boon to Protestantism in the south- 
east of France. In Bourg, the chief town, is 
a good working pastor, M. Bippert, who has 
added to his church four people's meetings for 
the four faubourgs, attetided collectively by 
above 200; a girls’ school, with about 30, and 
an infant school of 100, and five good Sunday- 
schools, with 135 scholars, a soldiers’ reading- 


room and library, with pastoral visitation, 
make the work a remarkably complete one. 
In Bellay, the principal interest is the soldiers’ 
reading-room ; 5,218 used it in the last year, 
among whom were 4,993 soldiers. A har- 
monium delights the men, who sing hymas 
and patriotic songs; a pleasant tea-party is 
given now and then, and meetings. Farges 
and St. Genis are the centres of evangelization 
for twenty communes, villages, and hamleta, in 
which 255 Protestants are disseminated. 
And oh! what a falling-off is often here, 
Parson, schoolmasters, and good col- 
porteur do their best, and small meetings in 
school-rooms are held, but the state of spiritual 
deadness is extreme. “I have not the same 
God you have,” said a man (Protestant by 
descent) to the colporteur ; “ my God is the 
sun, which makes vegetation grow, ripens the 
corn and the vines;” and he violently turned 
his visitor out, Others receive him willingly. 
33,000 francs is the budget of these various 


. | works, exclusive of that of Ferney. About 100 


boys and girls have been placed out, and 80 
are in the establishments, which are in every 
way healthful. They cost about 30,000 fr. a 
year. M. Pasquet is the editor of a bright 
little monthly, folded and stitched by the 
children—e Petit Glaneur. ‘The Roman 
Catholics remain almost untouched in these 
parts. That an evangelization, undeno- 
minational, is needed here as elsewhere, 
besides the Home Mission for Protestants, is 
evident. 


-+»GERMANY. 


(From our own Correspondent. } 
Berlin, December 15, 1883. 

THE negotiations with the Roman See seem 
to make some further progress now. The 
Ultramontaties had again proposed a Bill, in 
the Prussian House of Deputies, providing for 
the restitution of those articles of our insti- 
tution which guarantee the independence of 
the Churches. This, of course, was but a 
manuvre, as there is no chance at present 
that these articles will be restored in their 
old form. The discussion was to take place 
last Wednesday, but has been postponed at 
the wish of the Ultramontanes themselves, as 
two important items of news had become known. 
The first is that the old Bishop Plum, of 
Limburg, has been pardoned by the Emperor, 
and allowed to return to hisdivcese. This is 
the first application of the “ Bishops’ clause ” 
in the newest ecclesiastical laws; and if the 
Roman See could be induced by that to 
make the Archbishop of Gnesen-Posen and 


Cologne, who are especially obnoxious to 
the Government, resign their posts, all the 
bishoprics in Prussia would soon be. 
again. The other is the account that 
the Crown Prince will visit Rome on 
return from Spain, and also pay a visit 
the Pope. It may be fairly expected that 
this would not take place if some real progress 
in the state of affairs did not exist. The 


= 


tive Union” have therefore sent a petition to 
the Government to have them represented 
same enthusiasm cannot be expected every 
ar chomp. may be of use to make the 
ormation day more impressive every year. 
The Town Council of Berlin hes resolved 
not to grant the Town Hall any more for 


religious assemblies. What was the imme- 


' the intellect first. The first subject was 
. “ Without hope, without Ged in the world.” 
| These meetings are going on. The members 
. of the Army sing and lead the hymns. 
Among the many interesting spheres open 
: for evangelization, and not much spoken of, 
| is the Departement de |'Ain, formerly part of 
. the Pays de Gex, united to France under Henri 
. tv., and fearfully ravaged by persecution 
Out of 1,373 families, 8853 went into per- 
, manent exile, and the others conformed to 
the official Church of Rome. A great void 
and immense religious deadness and in- 
difference were the results. After the 
French Revolution, a few Protestants re- 
it turned, and a church was built at Fer- 
ney, near the frontier of Switzerland, 
* in 1824. In the department are now be- 
| tween 600 and 700 disseminated Protestants, 
| known. How many are not known, and sink- 
J ing down to the complete level of their sur- 
: roundings, would be interesting to discover 
| school festivals held in the churches on the 
| 10th of November are considered by many 
| people as the best part of the whole Luther 
4 Commemoration. The “ friends of the Posi- 
| | 
a 
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diate reason for this decision we know not. 
Perhaps it is with the intention of . being 
impartial. It must also be acknowledged 
that it made no very good impression that 
the meetings of the Protestanten- Verein were 
always held here. Yet, on the other side, 


it seems odd that art and everything should 
be able to have in the Town Hall— 


only religion excluded. We cannot buat 
regtet the decision. The prayer-meetings of 
the Evangelical Alliance in the first week of 
the year were also held there on a few even- 
ings; it will be done for the lest time next 
month. This year the prayer-meetings have 
been increased again, and will be held at four 
different places every evening of the week. 

_ The new German Society against the abuse 
of intoxicating liquors extends its work 
throughout Germany. Meetings have been 


The principles of the society are humanitarian, 
but we must welcome it, if wider circles join 
Christian friends in opposing a great calamity. 
Though intoxication is far less frequent here 
than in many other countries, it yet is cer- 
tainly originating many crimes also. 

This reminds me of an interesting work of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association here. 
Sometimes there are special evenings for 
different classes of society. Lately there was 
an evening for waiters. It was well attended ; 
and a Pastor Rieverts, of Neumiinster, 
Schleswig-Holstein, who had himself been 
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the society was larger. 
The first copy of the revised German 
translation of the Bible has been published 


of the chapel. 


be appointed for Schleswig-Holstein. It cer- 
tainly is an anomaly to see the last decision 


SWITZERLAND. 


[From our own Correspondent.| 
December 15, 1883. 

A @oop and holy thought was that of calling 
to Geneva a small galaxy of spiritual-minded 
Christian men, to hold three days’ public and 
private meetings for the promotion of holiness 
among Christians of all denominations, and 
for the evangelization of unreached masses of 
the population. M. Stockmeyer (of Haupt- 
weil), Dr. and Mdme. Rappard (of St. Chris- 
chona, Bile), Pastors Glardon (of Vevey), 
Besson (of Tavannes), Perillard, Grobet, and 
Chatelanat Esch (of Lausanne), responded. 
Hospitality was largely given. Many thou- 
sand cards of invitation, each accompanied 
by one of Mr. Moody’s striking tracts, were 
left at as many homes by personal calls, and 
wisely-worded @jills were stuck up. Mach 
prayer, and a meeting for women, attended by 
above 300, preceded the effort, which was 
eminently successful, and lasted from the 
28th of November to the 1st of December. 
Each morning, at the Casino, prayer preceded 


a Bible reading, deeply spiritual, in which 
several took part. In the afternoon, the Rive- 
droite was crowded by Christians anxious for 
growth in grace ; and in the evenings 1,500 
or more people pressed eagerly into the 
great Hall of the Reformation. Great was 
the joy of the promoters to see the excellent 


results of house-to-house invitations, in 
the numbers of “‘just the right class” of | 


iz., those who are never seen in 
church or chapel. The hymns sung were 
bright and animated, and the addresses short 
and pointed. The people seemed reluctant 
to leave, but no regular after-meetings were 
held, the hall having been conceded under 
rather stringent conditions. Arrangements 
were made to have stewards (with no wands 
or any official appearance) to resist the in- 
vasion of “roughs,” who, notwithstanding 
the police outside, made an abortive attempt 
or two at disturbance. The Salvationiste, 
whose meetings were voluntarily suspended 
during the ere among the stewards, 

B2 


obliged to serve as a waiter at New York 
twenty years ago, gave an address. 

‘The “German Evangelical Book and 
Tract Society,” which receives support from 
the Religious Tract Society in London, and 
stands on the same basia, makes good progress. 

Although the assistance from London had 

Carstein Bible Society, at Halle, in 
order that the public may form an opinion 
om the value of the revision, and express 
criticism before it is finally adopted. 

The most interesting work of Home Missions 
now are the colonies for vagabonds. At a con- 
ference of people interested in the care of 
the poor, held at Dresden, which was 

held at Berlin, Dresdet, and other places, | attended by men of all kinds of views, the 

| work of Pastor von Bodelechwingh met with 
gemeral recognition ; the Crown Prince also 
takes a warm interest in it. He visited 
Wilhelmsedorf, and laid the foundation-stone 
The decision of the Minister for Pablic W or- 
| ship ia the case of Lahr has induced a number 
of believing pastors to send a petition to the 
Chambers that an Upper a should 
in questions of orthodoxy in the hands of a 
Minister of State. 
| | 


churches. It was a trae Evangelical Alliance 
time (without the name), uniting, appeasing, 
comforting many hearts, brightening Christian 
graces, humbling, strengthening, and invigor- 
ating for futare work. One of the subjects 
prominent, by special request, was the 
“ Second Coming of Our Lord.” 

An encouraging Temperance meeting took 
place two days after, in which interesting 
testimonies were heard; among others, from 
a proprietor of vines, who employs none 
but temperance men in his vineyard, and 
from a merry, happy Christian man, once 
drawn out of the very depths of dipsomania 
by the power of God, There are in Switzer- 
land above 3,000 adherents, among whom are” 
1,000 retrieved inebriates, Intense resistance 
is still made by all classes of persons, but the 
cause is steadily making headway. Berne, 
Vevey, Lausanne, seem to be at the head of 
the list; and temperance cafés are quietly 
slipping into towns like the thin edge of the 
wedge. At Trelex, in the Canton de Vand, 
are eighteen wen, from various localities, who 
are striving to retrieve their character and 
get rid of the drink propensity, working at 
various trades and in the fields, under the 
care of Dr. Remond. The establishment has 
lately removed thither from a more moun- 
tainous regior, and was received iv no gentle 
fashion by the antagonists of temperance. 
But the local authorities stopped the “ chari- 
vari,’ and all is settling down in peace and 
prosperity. A large landed proprietor is 
giving them work in the neighbourhood, 

All this has coincided with the acquittal 
of the Salvationists, who had appealed to 
the Cantonal Tribunal of Lausanne; the 
sentence given against them at Morges is 
quashed. Their counsel pleaded : Ist. That 
the decree of the Council of State in the 
Canton de Vaud was unconstitutional, inas- 
much as it violated the religious liberty of 
worship guaranteed by the Constitution, and 
because it created a new misdemeanour un- 
provided for by the Penal Code, and that 
such a decision could not be made without 
the concurrence of the legislative power. 
2nd. That the decree is applicable to public 
meetings only; whereas the incriminated 


By a malicious interpretation and stretch of 
a cantonal law on colportage, two Salvation - 
ists in the Canton de Vaud were, some weeks 
ago, male responsible and amenable to a fine 
of 400 france and costs for being present at 
the purchase in a private drawing-room of 
four twopenny Salvation hymn books. 
The maximum of ho pound was adjudged, 


Englishman, in default of payment of the 
other half, is undergoing an imprisonment of 
two months and eight days in the Chateau of 
Rolle. He gave himself up last week. A 
few words from one of his letters addressed 
to the writer, give an idea of the stuff 


ing the cup that He drank 
baptized with the same baptism 


= 


ever that what the world stands in need of 
are men and women through whom the Holy 
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and many an S.S. sparkled in the crowd and | meeting at Buchillon was private; and, 
on the platform, helping to keep good order, wee set to be 
Special tracts, printed for the purpose, from 
| Moody, G. Maller, and Mra. Booth (with or 129 of the 
without name printed), were abundantly dis- jadgment of 
- tributed at the meetings. The last morning ws 
prayer-meeting was closed by the participa- contrary, 
| tion in the Lord's Sapper of the promoters to law, be 
| and other brethren and Ey ust have dis- 
4th. That, 
emanating 
from the Conseil d Biat, the proceedings 
could only legally have taken place on the 
requisition of the said Conseil d Etat ; whereas 
it was the préfet who had informed against 
the meeting at Bauchillon. The Cantonal 
Tribunal declined entering into any point 
except the last. The Morges sentence was 
. therefore invalidated on a legal flaw. It is 
to be hoped, however, that we have seen 
t the last of these disgraceful onslaughts upon 
religious liberty. — 
r and one of them, a poor watchmaker, has 
“| undergone seizure of property for the amount 
: of half (230 francs) ; and the other, a young 
| 
) He was baptized ; and the thought had often 
: struck me, how willing we are to receive the 
same baptism that Christ received,—that 
| baptism of holy fire which descended upon 
t Him, and which has been promised to His 
children ever since ; and yet, when it comes 
: to drinking His cup of trial and sorrow, of 
suffering and persecution, we flinch, we 
1. shrink back! Oh, that the Lord may make 
7: us as willing to drink His cup as we are to 
A receive His baptism! . . . I see more than 
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Ghost can have free and living action. Oh, 
that the Lord may raise up such a band 
throughout the length and breadth of Switzer- 
land and France—a band which ever keeps 
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DENMARK. 
COURT-YARD MISSION AT COPENHAGEN. 


Tas Rev. Dean Vahl sends us a communi- 


4 


8 


45 


services were deeply impressed, and attended 
a meeting afterwards held ina hall, where 
they said, “The Word fell right into our 
hearts, and we felt we must come.” 


Women 


21 
before ite eyes the one great staring fact of 
eternity, but which at the same time will 
never fail to hold up « crucified and risen 
Saviour to a dying world |” 

ee | papers, seek the streets where navvies and the 
cation, of which the following is a summary :— | labouring poor live. The audience of little 
Among the efforts made by Christians of | ones is soon supplemented by a congregation 

the Danish National Church, during the past | of grown-up people. Besides singing of hymns, 

few years, to advance the kingdom of God, | a short address is delivered. The band passes 

the Court-yard Mission, at Copenbagen, which | from one street to another, repeating the same 

is chiefly conducted by laymen, Zensen | entien This year there has been more 
: special mention. Two or three years ago, | opposition than formerly, and occasionally 

a young man, of English parentage, started the threats were so vehement that the service 

the Mission in an unpretentious way, He | had to be suspended, Still the Word has 

gathered together a number of children, | won the day. Many more like to hear than 
taught them to sing, and then, accompanied 

by this band of helpers, visited the court- 

yards of the city. Like other 

: nental centres, the houses of gy 

Copenhagen are crowded with families, Hl 

in one court-yard the inhabitants 

counted by bundreds. It was such ist of April, no | 

lous place that Mr. Wright first _ have been beld in 

The children began singing at these gatherings so many friends have 
bad taught them, and the effect assisted, that the force was strong enough for 
aneous. Windows were opened division re several bands of workers, and 
by the people, who were eager meetings Were conducted in different plaves at 
was going on. The reception the same time. 

Mr. Wright was various ; some Now that the court-yard meetings are at an 

provingly, others laughed end for the year, the Mission is employed in 

seemed to them a sin visiting the homes of the people, also public- 
more demonstrative, threw houses ; and rooms have been opened by the 
solid missiles. But the City Mission, where, seven times in the — 
ground, and sang on as course of the week, a number of workmen are 
children in the court-y | collected in order that they may hear the 
first to collect around the | Word of God. They are invited personally, 
their delight, and invi and a tract is given in each case. Many 
repeat his visit. The police, instead of dis-| instances might be stated in proof of the 
couraging, gave permission to the singers and | power of the Word preached through the 
their leader to continue their good work, for| ageucy of this Court-yard Mission. Two 
such it appeared to be,even from a civil) young men who had scoffed at one of the 
point of view,*because the authorities found 

that the little denizens of the court were much 

_ better to manage than before. The Missicn 

was a pronounced success, Mr. Wright was 

assisted by another layman, then a third came | who have led a shameful life have been re- 

forward, and by-and-bye he was helped by | claimed, and have found peace. 

the ¢lergy and several theological students; After relating other gratifying incidents 

and graduates. The City Mission of Copen- | connected with this blessed work, our corres- 

hagen and the Danish Tract Society pro-| pondent says, in conclusion: ‘‘ We rejoice 
vided, gratuitously, tracts and portions of | that our Lord makes use of us to perform the 
Scripture for circulation. work we have undertaken, and smiles upon 

Every evening the mission workers, with | it. Scorn and cavil have sometimes been so 
their hands filled with tracts and children’s | great, that our dear believing friends have 
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almost doubted whether the way this Mission 
bas adopted is the right one to work for the 

of Christ; bot we have abundant 
proof that it is owned and blessed of God. 
The Devil now and then gets his friends to 
distarb our meetings, by playing the violin, 
singing bad songs, throwing water upon us, 
shouting scornfal words at us, threatening to 
stone and to shoot us; but we have hope in 


TURKEY. 
CHRISTIAN MISSIONS IN ALBANIA. 


us a communication the Rev. Dr. 
Thomson, of Constantinople, with refe 
40 the deplorable condition of the Albanian 


part of the Bible lands, bat, if Dr. Thomson 
will assume the responsibility of raising funds 
for a mission to Albania, the Committee will 
contribute £25 for two years, and will do 
their utmost, through their organ, the Star in 
the East, to obtain further help. Will not 
some large-hearted Christians assist in startin 
such a work? Contributions for the object 
will be gladly received at the Office, 7, Adam 
Street, Strand, London.” 


‘Since I last had the pleasure of address- 
ing you, some progress has been made in 
evangelistic efforts for the Albanians. One 
great difficulty had long embarrassed us, that 
we had no Albanians whom we could regard, 
in point of education, or of Christian cha- 


racter, or of ability tc speak correctly their | 


own » #8 suitable to be employed in 
this work. But I am happy to say that two 
Albanians, every way suitable, are now ém- 
ployed as colporteurs by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society—one in this city, and 
the other at Joannina, in South Albania ; and 
though the labours of the latter are greatly 
restricted by the obstacles thrown in his way 
by the Government, which prohibits the in- 
troduction into Albania of Albanian Scri 
printed with the sanction of the Ministry of 
Instruction, I trust so unreasonable and 
unjust a policy may soon be discontinued. 
I need not say that our great aim is to bring 
the Word of God, the Gospel of divine grace, 
home to the heart and conscience of the 
people ; and that we use the Albanian lan- 
guage with no political object whatever, but 
simply because it is the only one which thé 


. | pel in Albanian, and teach the people to 


atall. 

“ Bat I write on this occasion in behalf of 
Mr. G. D. Kyrias, the Albanian preacher, 
educated by the American Mission at Samokov 
Theological Seminary, and engaged fora t 
very successfully in the Mission to the Bulg 
rians. In conjunction with the two colporteurs 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, Mr. 
Kyrias performed a pretty extensive tour in 
Albania, and met with such success, both in 
selling the Scriptures and in calling forth the 


g| sympathy of all classes of his countrymen, 


both Mnssulmans and Christians, as greatly to 
ported, he might be enabled to preach the Gos- 


Much 
might then be done, and the precious 
which the Bible Society has provided for 
nation in publishing the New Testament 


gagement with the Bible 
the end of this month, sooner than 
anticipated ; and my special object at 
is to solicit the aid of the Turkish 

Aid Society for the support of my 
friend. He is about twenty-seven years 
age, was a successful student at Samokov, 
an acceptable preacher among the Bulgarians, 
and highly esteemed by the missionaries 
of the American Board, who regard him as a 
young man of more than average ability. He 


ptures | seems to be sincerely desirous to labour for 


the evangelization of his people. This work, 
however, is one with which the Bible Society 
can have no further connection than that of 
furnishing the evungelist with copies of such 
portions of Scripture as have been published. 
His salary and all incidental expenses must 
be provided from other sources, in order to 
enable him to rent a house in which he might 
reside, and where he might also invite the 


‘ff returning even to these stormy quarters, for, 
| if we dre kept away for « time, we meet in 
| the streets poor men and women from the 
court-yards we have visited who ask why 
| we do not come again. May our dear 
; - Lord help us, in humility and love faithfully 
to serve Him in this work! We ask our 
| friends in other countries to support us with 
their prayers.” 
Tur Rev. T. W. Brown, Secretary of the | people really understand, and, in general, the | 
Turkish Missions’ Aid Society, in forwarding | only one of which the women know anything 
. | people, says: ‘‘ This Society has never under- 
| taken the entire support of a missionary in any 
The following is the letter from Dr 
Thomson :— 
| 
| 
| 


Jan. 1, 1884] 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


people to hear the preaching of the Gospel, | « little west of Lake Ochrida. Do help ua, if 
as also to make occasional visits to adjacent posible, and the cause of long-neglected 
towns. He would begin his work at Goritza, | Albania,” 


— 


INDIA, 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN THE NATIVE STATE OF INDORE. 


ncy the Viceroy in September, 
1882, and, after eight months’ delay, the 
following reply from Captain D. Robertson, 


ndid, to the Rev. J. Wilkie, Cana- 
dian Mission, Indore, was received :-— 


** Indore Residency, Oct. 15, 1883. 


“ Sir,—I am directed to address you with 
reference to a joint letter which you and 
Mr. Fraser Campbell submitted to the Govern- 
ment of India in September, 1882. 

“2. The question with which your letter 
dealt has been fully considered, and I am 
now to communicate to you the decision 
which has been arrived at. 

“3. In your letter rou take exception to 
the opposition offered by the Indore Durbar 
to the prosecution of your work as Christian 
missionaries in that city, and you cite, as 
the basis of the right you claim, Her Majesty's 
Proclamation in so far as it concerns ‘full 
religious liberty.’ I am to remark in the 
first place that there would appear to be 
some misconception regarding the position 
which Christian missionaries can be held to 
occupy in a native State. Tuo take the 
present instance, his Highness the Maharajah 
Holkar is the ruler of his State, and enjoys 
plenary powers as such in respect to his own 
subjects. Under ordinary circumstances no 
interference whatever is exercised by the 
British Government in respect to his High- 
ness’s administration, his connection with the 
British Government being regulated by 
express treaty obligations, to which it is 


necessary to pay scrupulous regard. So 
far as British subjects are concerned, they 
are entitled to—and our Government would 
interfere, if necessary, to secure for them— 
perfect liberty of religious opinion in native 
States, and also the right to practise that 
religion subject to the local laws, so far as 
euch laws are fair and reasonable ; but the 


indeed, generally, any interference whatever. 
ease one which 


merely affected British India, there would be 
ample justification for insuring that complete 
toleration be accorded to your teaching, so 
far as this might be consistent with the main- 
tenance of the public peace; but the con- 
ditions existing in British India and the 
territory of a native Chief enjoying practical 
independence are, as I have pointed out, 
entirely dissimilar. 

“5. For the above reasons, the Agent 


| Governor-General desires me to inform you 


that his action in regard to direct interference 
on your behalf must be confined to requiring 
for you, if necessary, perfect religious freedom, 
so far as the exercise of your personal religion 
is concerned, and security from molestation 
in your own house and on your own property 
in the Indore city, should you possess any. 
He will, however, take an early opportunity 
of pointing out to the Indore Durbar the 
immunity from molestation which obtains in 
British India in regard to missionary work ; 
and it is hoped that his Highness may be 
inclined to approve a more conciliatory policy 
than he has hitherto considered it necessary 
to adopt.—I have the honour to be, Sir, 
your most obedient servant, 
Ropertson.” 

The miasionaries are now waiting with 
much interest to see what reply his Highness 
the Maharajah Holkar will give to the advice 
which, according to the last paragraph of 
the letter, the Government are good enough 
to say they will offer for his acceptance. 


23 
| 
Usper the authority of his Highness the . 
Maharajah Holkar, the ruler of this State 
the Protestant missionaries engaged in preach- 
ing the Gospel and teaching Christianity | 
in schools have been, during the past two | 
years, interfered with, and prohibited carry- | 
ing on their work openly in the city, of | 
| Indore. The subjects of his Highness are | 
prevented coming to hear the missionaries | Government of India would not be jastified 
preach, and only in the Missidn-house are | in exercising on behalf of the subjects of 
they free to conduct religious services, This | native States the same interference as it 
intolerance led the missionaries to memorialize | would in the @ee of its own subjects, or, 
| 
| 
| 
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From the Missionary Herald (Boston) we take the following :— 

One feature in the work of the American Board, as reported during the year past, is 
worthy of more than a passing notice. We refer to the widespread religious interest through- 
out the entire mission field, developing iteelf in revivals at various poihts, but not confined 
to any one people or country. A new emphasis has been given to the words of the Apostle, 
that “the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation to every one that betieveth,” without 
distinction of race or culture. The special blessing of the Holy Spirit has attended missionary 
effort on such a scale as to attract attention, inspire hope, and stimulate to more earnest 
endeavour. 

It bas been an intelligent interest, prepared for by faithful instruction and by the study 
of the Scriptures. The higher institutions of education have shared in it to an unusual degree ; 
as, for instance, the Collegiate Institute at Samokov, in Bulgaria; Armenia and Jaffna 
Colleges; the Training Schools at Amanzimtote, in Africa, at Tung-cho, in North China, 
and at Kioto, in Japan ; also the High Schools for Girls in the Turkish Empire, in India 
and Ceylon, and in China and Japan. 

A second peculiarity of this widespread interest is its thoroughly evangelical character. 
It has been marked by a deep conviction of sin, by penitent confessions on the part of those 
formerly known as Christians, as well as of those newly awakened, and by a complete and 
joyful acceptance of Christ, aud a humble reliance on the Holy Spirit, such as in some places 
were never before witnessed. 

At Adana, in Turkey, a great spiritual awakening followed the faithful preaching of the 
Word. At Hadjin it came, apparently, in response to the earnest and prevailing prayer of a 
little company whose hearts the Lord had touched. In some islands of Micronesia the 
people seem to have been made willing to accept the truth almost in advance of religious 
teachers. 


In several instances the interest began with the Week of Prayer, and so continued 


. weeks and months after, Is it, then, too much to believe that the Lord is thus beckoning 


us on to more fervent prayer, and to more earnest effort, in the expectation of more abundant 
blessing ? + 

During the past year we have had, as never before in our history, an exhibition, of vhe 
most varied character, of the adaptedness of the Gospel to the spiritual needs of men ; and, 
may we not add, of the power of the Holy Ghost to make the Gospel effective to the conver- 
sion of men? This power has not been given in such measure as to lead us to rest from our 
labours, but rather to encourage us to press forward in assured confidence of greater results, 
Whatever else our work may be or do for those who accept the Gospel, it is, first of all, a 
spiritual work, and made such by the direct and supernatural agency of the Holy Ghost. — 
The good seed has been sown broadcast in the hearts of thousands and tens of thousands about 
our mission stations, but it is the Spirit that quickeneth. The vast and varied machinery is 
complete in all its appointments, but the living Spirit must be in the’ wheels. 

This number of the Herald will come into the hands of most of the mission aries of the 
Board during the Week of Prayer. May it be suggestive of the one great need, and suggestive, 
too, of the reasons for expecting blessed results, the foretaste of which has been granted in 
the year now closing! And will not the friends of missions at home unite with the 
missionaries and the native churches abroad in this one petition for the quickening and 
sanctifying power of the Holy Ghost, that the new year may be glorious in the annals of the 
Church for the triumphs of grace in every mission field? 

JAPAN. 

Mr. Cary writes from Okayama, September 15, of the progress of the revival, with in- 
teresting incidents, as follows : ‘‘ The prospects of the work in Okayama and vicinity appear 
very promising. In the church here there seems to be a deeper spirit of consecration than 
I have before seen. Dependence on the Holy Spirit, earnest desire for spiritual growth, a 
sense of personal unworthiness, and desire for the salvation of others, are marked features in 
the experience of several of the church members, A pastor of one of the Presbyterian 
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churches in Tokio, who epent a week here, was the means of helping many of the Christians. 
Several special meetings to pray for the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit have recently 
been held. Some outside of the Church are being affected, and we hear of a few hopeful 
conversions. The idea of the ‘sinfulness of sin’ seems to be a difficult one to get into the 
minds of the Japanese ; but recently, among both Christians and unbelievers, there seems to 
be more realization of personal unworthiness and guilt. There are thirteen applications for 
admission to the Church on the first Sunday in October ; but a few of the persons may be 
One of the prominent members of the Takahashi Charch — 
was present.at rome of the meetings here a week ago. He was thoroughly aroused, and on 
he bad seen and heard here. We hear that at the 


feseed their sins. The first steps were taken for removing some unpleasant feelings which 


bad arisen between the Christians of Takahashi and those of Ochiai, and there was a new con- 


eecration of themselves to God. The worker at Ochiai, happening to be at Takahashi, was 
in the meeting. From there he came to Okayama, where he spent a day ; and now has gone 
back to his own work, hoping to be the means of carrying the blessing there. We pray that 
God will continue to be with His people, and at this time, if it is His will, make His name 
to be glorified among the heathen. . . . . 

* Takahashi was, during the summer, the scene of a curious occurrence. At a heathen 
festival some of the people made an image of Christ banging on across. This was placed on 
a cart and drawn through the streets, Some of the men carried spears, and it was part of 
the programme that these should be thrust into the image ; but when the time came no one 
was found who dared to do it. They tried to hire some boys, but they refused, and both 


old and young were afraid to use the spears. Probably there was merely a superstitious fear 


that in some way they might bring evil upon themselves. In any case, their intended sport 
and ridicule of Christianity was a failure. One young man, who is a member of the Taka- 
bashi Church, bas suffered much persecution from his father. A few days ago he was bound 
with ropes to a post, and the father, taking a heavy stick, threatened to kill him unless he 
would give up Christianity. He did give the young man a severe beating. Though several 
of the neighbours saw the performance, none tried to prevent it; in fect, some called out, 
‘Kill him! kill him!’ The son escaped that night, and has run away ; though he plans to — 
write to his father, saying that he bas no desire to be the cause of any trouble. On the 
contrary, he hopes that the father will examine Christianity to see whether it is not indeed 


ANNUAL WEEK OF UNITED AND UNIVERSAL PRAYER, 
JANUARY 6—13, 18%. 
The usual West-end meetings in London will be held daily at Stersway Hatt, 
Szymour Street, Portman SQuaRE, 11.30 each morning. 

The following is the programme week :— 

Monpay, January 7.— Praise and Thankagiving :—For our calling and election to the 
divine favour, our merciful preservation during the past year, and all the gifts of God’s kind 
providence ; for the blessing of peace and quiet in the earth eo largely enjoyed by the 
vations ; for the greatly enlarged opportunities of preaching the Gospel to mankind ; for the 
power of the Holy Spirit given to efforts for the conversion of souls in different lands ; for 
the removal of stumbling- blocks to religion and morality in answer to united prayer ; for 
the greater interest taken in the systematic reading of the Bible. Pealm ciii. and exlv.; 
Pealm 1. 23; 2 Chron. xx, 20—29; Eph. i. ; 1 Peter i. 1—9; 1 Samuel ii. 1—10; 
Deut, xxxii, 1—10; Philip. iv. 1—9; Isai, xii. Chairman: Sir Harry Verner, 
Bart., M.P. Address by the Rev. E. H. Bickensrers, u.a., Vicar of Christ Church, 


national sins, —intemperance ; desecration of the Lord’s-day; increase of the love of 
pleasure ; wide-spread impurity ; misuse of prosperity ; imperfect acknowledgment of God's 


first meeting after be went back the Church was deeply affected, while many with tears con- 
the truth.” 
- 
2 


Curd 
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under recent chastisement; indifference to God's Word ; open antagonism to 
OF to Golo in patience, in 
mutual Jove, Christian activity and seal in God’s service, in for the needy, the 
ignorant, the lost. Prayer that God the Holy Ghost may convince everywhere of sin : 
entreaties for pardon, renewal, ful] surrender to God, whole-hearted obedience and devotion 


to God's service. Psalm Isai. lviii.; Lam. tii, 40—42, 56-68 ; James iv. 
Matt. iii, 1—12; Rev. iii, 14—22; Jerem. ii. 
Address by the Rev. J. R. Woon, 


F 


and 
useful Christian education, in habits of temperance and purity; for the aniversities and 
schools, public and private, and for their teachers; for the increased influence of Young 
Men's Christian Associations ; for Sunday-schools, and other similar work. Gen. xviii. 
17—19; Deut. vi. 1—9; Isai. liv. 1—10; Jadges xiii, 8—25; Psalm Ixxviii. 1—8 ; 
Prov. viii. ; Ephes. vi. 1—18 ; Philip. ii. 3—16 ; James i. 2—15. Chairman: Groros 
Address by the Rev. H. Grattan 

Tuurspar, January 10.—Prayer for the Church of Christ :—That it may be parified 
from its many corruptions and sins, that its members may be filled with the Holy Ghost, 
realize more largely their unity in Christ, and be more careful to manifest that unity before 
the world in friendly recognition of one another's gifts, in zeal for the evangelization of the 
world, and for the furtherance of all that is pure, lovely, and of good report ; that the spirit 
of party may die out, and the mind of Christ be represented in His members; that the 
Church may be brought to cultivate a more earnest expectation of the Loni’s coming, and 
preparation for it ; for all ministers of the Word, pastors, evangelists, and Church workers. 
Isa, Ixiv. ; 1 Cor. iii.; John xv. 1—19; Matt. xxv. 1—13; Ool. iii. 1—15; Eph. iv. 
1—16; 1 Thess. v. 14—24; 1 Cor, xii. 12—26; Rev. xxii. 12—21. Chairman: General 
Sir Grones Matootm, Address by the Rev. Facer u.a., Vicar of St. 
Matthew's, Bayswater. 

Fripay, January 11.—ZJntercession for the Nations :—For national rulers, and all in 
authority ; for the enactment of just laws and the removal of such as are favourable to vice, 
cruelty, and ungodliness ; for the prevention of war, and for deliverance from the plots of 
wicked men ; for the cultivation of mutual respect, forbearance, and good-will ; that the 
spirit of infidelity and lawlessness may be subdued ; for the spread of wholesome literature 
and the counteraction of immoral propaganda ; that the opium traffic may be abolished ; for 
a continued blessing on the efforts made to promote temperance and social purity, and for 
the devout observance of the Lord’s-day. 1 Tim. ii. 1—8 ; Psalms Ixvii. and cxliv. ; Isai. 
xxxii. ; Rom. xiii. ; 1 Peter ii. 13—25; Prov. xvi. 1—17; Hosea xiv. Chairman: The 
Right Hon. the Lonp Mayor, Address by the Rev. J. Mowro Grnsoy, p.d., Minister 
of St. John’s Wood Presbyterian Church. 


SarourpaY, January 12.—/Prayer for Missions at Home and Abroad :—That the Lord of 
the Harvest may send forth more labourers into His harvest endued with power from on 
high ; that those who are sent may be preserved from danger, may be given great boldness 
to proclaim Christ's Gospel among nominal Christians, Mohammedans, and the Heathen ; 
that many souls may be won to Christ from among God's ancient people Israel ; that the 
various missionary agencies may be under the manifest guidance of the Holy Spirit ; that 
Christians in general may have a deeper sense of the obligations to make known the 
to all people ; that young converts may be established and built up in the faith of Christ, 
and that an earnest and intelligent native minsistry may be raised up throughout the mission 
field. Matt. ix. 36—38, and xxviii, 18—20; Rom. xi. 25—36 ; Mark iv. 3—20 ; Acts ii. 
29—41 ; Joel ii, 23—32; 1 Thess. i. 2—10. That the blessing of God may abundantly 
rest upon the Conference of Christians of various nations (postponed from last year) to be 
held (D.v.) in September next in Stockholm. Chairman: Dowatp MarTueson, Esq 


Address by the Rev. E. u.s., Secretary of the Wesleyan Missionary Society. 


Minister pper Holloway Baptis bape: 

4 Wepwespar, January 9.— Prayer for Families and Instructors of Youth :—For parent, 

: | —that they may be deeply impressed with the importance of instructing and training their 

children and households in the principles of God's Word, and leading them one by one to 

j ‘ Christ. For children and young people,—that they may be saved from the contamination 

S| of idle and immoral habits, imepired with reverehee for God's Word, and regard for the 

{ f authority of those over them in the Lord; for God’s blessing on all efforts made to reclaim 

5 
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Collections will be made after each meeting. Special contributions are also invited 


Wednesday, at half-pest seven ; Lecture Hall, Denmark Place Chapel, Cold Harbour Lane, 
Thursday, at balf-past seven ; the School-room, St. Matthew's, Brixton, Friday, at half-past 

York Street Chapel, Walworth, Saturday, at half-past seven. The 
given by the J. A. Sponezox, W. Srtissuny, Dr. McEwaw, Dr. 


P. J. 

Among the numerous series of meetings to be held in various parts of the metropolis, the 
following may be specially mentioned: Exeter Hall (arranged by the Young Men’s Christian 
Association), daily, Saturday excepted, at one o'clock ; Conference Hall, Mildmay Park, daily 
—mornings at eleven o'clock, and evenings at seven o'clock ; Centenary Hall, Bishopagate 
Street (arranged by the Young Men’s Christian Association), daily, at one o'clock ; St. Paal’s, 
Onslow Square (Church Room), daily, at five o'clock, but on Saturday at half-past seven. 

All who arrange for the observance of the Week of Prayer are requested to communicate 
the results to the Secretaries of the British Alliance, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


The usual monthly meeting of Council 
was held on Thursday, December 13th ; the 
Treasurer in the chair. The Scriptures were 


NEW MEMBERS. 
The following persons were unanimously 
admitted to membership :-— 


Miss Griffith, C . 
Rev. J. 8. Brig nt Dorking. 
Mrs. Bright, 

Rev. Peter Thom , Dorking. 
Mrs. Thompson, king. 

Rev. A. Everett, Dorking. 

Rev. E. Lombe, z.a., East Dereham. 
Geo. Cozens Prior, Esq., Southsea. 
Miss Bayne, Ryde. 

T. Dashwood, Esq., J.r., Ryde. 


Alfred Warren, -, Brighton. 
Dr. Hawksley, B 
Mrs. He Brighton. 


hton. 
hton. 


Wi oney, 
Mrs. Jones, Brig 


Mrs. Fitzgerald, Brighton. 
Mrs. Bowron, Brighton. 
Mrs. Gann, Brighton. 


DEPUTATION WORK. 

Mr. Arnold reported that, on November 
13th, he had visited Dorking, where 4 draw- 
ing-toom meeting was convened by the Rev. 


Ryde and Sandown, in the Isle of Wight, and 
also at Brighton. General Field was now at 
Plymouth on deputation work. 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN SWITZERLAND, 


| translations of their memorials to.the Presi- 


dent of the Swiss Republic, and also to the 
Council of State, on the subject of religious 
liberty in Switzerland. The Council desired 
that their best thanks be given to Col. Von 
Buren for his communications, 


in that place were about to form themeelves 
into a branch of the Evangelical Alliance. 


. towards defraying the large expenses necessarily incurred in promoting the observance of the 
Week of Prayer throughout the world. 
The South London Branch of the Alliance have arranged for meetings daily during the 
week: Metropolitan Tabernacle, Monday, at seven : gg Brixton 
Hill, Tuesday, at half-past seven; Lecture Hall, Presbyterian Ch 
It is specially desired to have a complete list of the places in foreign countries where meetings 
are held, 
| 
read by the Chairman, and prayer was offered | 
by the Rev, C. Skrine. H. C. & Mrs. Sturdy at St. Paul’s Vicarage. 
| On behalf of.General Field, Mr. Arnold 
| A letter was read from Col. Von Buren, 
Rev. Isaac Lioyd, Kyde. 
> — CHRISTIAN UNION IN SINGAPORE. 
Kensingico. The Secretary reported the receipt of 
R. Kaye Puckle, Esq., Brighton. letter from Singapore, stating that Christians 
Mrs. Puckle, Brighton. 
Mrs. Martin, Brighton. 
STOCKHOLM CONFERENCE. 
Communications were read from the Presi- 
; dent and Secretary of the Swedish Branch of 
Mrs. Cox, the Alliance, expressing the satisfaction of 
Brighton. their Committee that this Council bad ac- 
Miss Dudley, Brighton. cepted their invitation for the Conference. 
Mrs. Letters were also read from several of the 
Foreign Branches, stating that they cordially 
accepted the invitation from Stockholm, and : 
that they heartily desired to co-operate in 
making the Conference successful. 


& 


q 
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DEPUTATION WORK. 


kindly gathered many Christian friends to- 

on the 26th November; and on Ist 
December, another drawing-room meeting 
was convened by Major-General and Mrs. 
Basden. 


On the 10th December, General Field 


y 
at their house by Mr. and Mre. Square; and on 
the 14th, at Torquay, in the Young} Women’s 
Christian Institute, a public meeting took 
place. Asa result of these meetings, a deeper 


. | interest in the Alliance and its work has 


‘SOUTH LONDON BRANCH. 


The monthly social meeting of the com- 


“mittee and friends of this branch was held 
on Friday evening, December 1 4th, at Caris- | i 


brooke Villa, Upper Tulse Hill, the residence 
of Mrs. Fletcher Bennett, who hospitably 


received a large company in her drawing-room. | part 


The chair was occupied bythe Rev. Dr. John 
Knowles. The Rev. Marmaduke C. Osborn 
and the Rev. David Jones engaged in prayer. 


A letter was read from the Treasurer, | i 


tendering his resignation of the office, which 
he had held since 1855. Mr. John Corderoy’s 
advanced age and uncertain health were the 
chief grounds on which he felt compelled, 
though reluctantly, he said, to relinquish the 
duties which he had discharged for so many 
years. Under the circumstances, the meeting 
considered it would be unkind to press Mr. 
Corderoy to continue in office; and conse- 


quently, his resignation was accepted with | i 
expressions 


of deep regret at the necessity 

which had arisen for his retirement, and of 
the most cordial thanks for services faithfully 
and genially discharged during a period of 
nearly thirty years. The resolution embody- 
ing these sentiments was passed unanimously. 
An address on “ Zenana Work in India” 
wae then given by Mra. Smith (of Delhi), 
who briefly sketched the history of this 
mission to women in the Zenanas, pointed 
out the principal features of the work, and 
referred to several interesting facts proving 
the gratifying progress which. had been made. 
The women of Delhi were divided into two 
classes—Mohammedans and Hindus; and 
Mrs. Smith described the difficulties which 
beset the missionaries in their endeavours to 
win souls for Christ, The obstacles were 


increasing 
many of them having been brought to the 
Saviour through this mission agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Corfield, of Madrid, fol- 
lowed with speeches—the former on the work 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society in 
Spain, where he had acted as their agent 


to the Bible so persistently, was listened to 
with great attention. Five thousand copies 
of the Scriptures, printed by the Bible 
Society, were about to be pat into circalation, 
when the whole of them were seized by the 
Spanish Government, aud sent, under a police 
escort, to Bayonne, where they lay for ten 
years or more. Some men who had read 
the Bible were banished to Gibraltar. The 
Revolution of 1868 occurred, and the tide 
of affairs took a favourable turn; for then 
the 5,000 Bibles were brought back into 
Spain, and the expatriated Spaniards, who 
had been preaching the Gospel at Gibraltar, 
returned also, and expounded the same truth 


to their fellow-countrymen. Since that time 
millions of copies of the Bible had been 


During visite to the Isle of Wight and | virited Plymouth; and on the 11th, at the 
Brighton in November and December, Lieut.- | house of Mr. and Mrs. C. Balteel, Stone- 
| General Field, c.n., held several meetings, house, a drawing-room meeting, largely at- | 
| ‘ Hl convened by the kindness of friends, at which was held. On the 12th, a- second 
addresses were given on the principles and 
work of the Evangelical Alliance. On the | 
I . 8th November, a public meeting was held in | 
ii the Odd Fellows’ Hall, Ryde ; and on the 10th, | 
. | a drawing-room meeting at Sandown, at the _ 
a residence of Mr. and Mrs. Jeffreys, Mr 
| and Mrs. Laxmore Wilson, at Brighton, | been awakened ; a large number of new mem- 
| bers have joined the society, and the asso- 
. | _ciations have been more firmly established at 
the different places. 
tif | Evangelistic addresses and Bible readings 
a | were also, at the request of friends, given by 
General Field during his tour. 
| ter in the case of the Mohammedan 
omen than among the lower caste. Still, , 
many cases, the deep aversion of the former 
he _ been overcome by gentle perseverance on the 
the Christian ladies, Kaglish and Ameri- 
d | can, who gained access to the Mohammedan 
|} women; while the Hindus, who were more 
i | easily approached, showed every day signs of 
| 
| fourteen years ; and his wife on mission work 
io women, mostly of the poorer class. 
Mr. Corfield’s account of the providential 
| ntroduction of the Word of God into Spain, 
n 1868, after that country had been closed 
J 
3 


DOM. 
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with they were only, in a roundabout 
way, with themselves. There was 
only one flock and one Shepherd, and it was 


speaker 
an interesting account of the work that was 
to infringements religious ° 


The following report is condensed from a 
local newspaper :— 

The anual meetings of the Langholm 
Branch of the Evangelical Alliance took 
place on Nov. 6. In the afternoon there was 
& prayer-meeting in the School-room of the 
North U.P. Church, the Rev. Mr. Ballantyne 

idi The Rev. R. Wilson (Glasgow), 
Rev. J. M‘Carthy (China Inland Mission), 
and the Rev. R. Young (Teviothead), took 
part in the devotional exercises. 

In the evening a sciree took place in the 
Tem Hall. There was a very fair 
attendance. Colonel Malcolm presided, 


After praise and prayer by the Rev. Mr. | Doug 


Scott, tea was served. Thereafter a para- 
phrase was sung, the Chairman read a portion 
of Scripture, and the Rev. Mr. Panton 
engaged in prayer. 

The Chairman said it was twenty-five 
years since the Langholm Branch of the 
“Alliance was formed. There was a great 
difference since the time he remembered in 
the feelings with which different denomina- 


tions regarded each other. He recollected | i 
there was scarcely toleration. They | i 


had now five denominations in Langholm, 
and he did not see why there should not be 
the friendly feelings amongst them, 
one might prefer a liturgy, and 
They were 


angelical Churches, he supposed, and 


= 


Just now Luther 
bulked very largely in the public mind, and 
he had exercised an amazing and wide 
influence, much more remarkable than that 
of any of the other Reformers, He hoped the 
spirit of the Alliance would more and more 


LANGHOLM BRANCH. 
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of colportage, with w 


the Week of Prayer at the beginning 


year. That Week of Prayer was now observed 
in various parts of China, and to it he 
attributed the great increase in the contribu- 


instances of conversion, and the great in- 
fluence which these had had on the 
He sang a verse of the hymn, “ There is a 
happy land,” in Chinese. 


people. 


Mr. Wilson referred to the formation of 


the Alliance in 1846, and pointed to what he 
regarded as one of its fruite—the assembling 
o gether in Glasgow of ministers and office- 
bearers belonging to all the Churches for the 
purpose of considering the steps to be taken 
to reach those who had lapsed from church 
attendance. 


Mr, Young referred to a paper on 
“ Outcast London,” which he had read last 
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2 i “independent.” That was a very heathen of God that so widely prevailed. He mid 
H word in connection with Christianity, for|no doubt there would be different opinions, 
mF they were all dependent upon one another, bat his opinion was, because the Lord Jesus 
and they were dependent upon God for all Christ did not reign in the hearts of those 
i. . things; they should have fellowship with He was put away, as it were, from 
a | God, and fellowship with the children of God. 
y If they only associated with those who agreed | 
nat wt ne Evangelical Aluance the Alliance. 
f and maintained. The resolution was carried unanimously 
: Lieut.-General Field, c.n., seconded the | and, after votes of thanks had been passed to 
3 resolution, and in the course of his address the speakers and the Chairman, a collection 
ie he asked them what they thought was the | was made in aid of the funds of the Alliance, 
= | chief cause of the disunion among the people | and the meeting dispersed. 
:'F Mr. Douglas said that when there was 
4 most life in the Church, then there was most 
2 missionary spirit. In regard to Luther and 
* other Reformers, he thought they were not 80 
e | much animated by hostility to the Church of 
a | Rome, as that a knowledge of Jesus and of : 
| the forgiveness of sins, which they thought 
Be | was hindered by that Church, should be 
widely 
iu when 
4 | in En 
1% | dition, from which they were roused 
x | Wesley and Whitfield, and a new 
; vigorons missionary spirit sprang up. 
| las then spoke 
¢ work he was connected. 
Mr. M'‘Carthy said one of the greatest 
i works of the Alliance was the institution of 
of the 
| tions in China for missionary work. Mr. 
4S | M‘Carthy then gave some extremely interest- 
7 g particulars of the state of China, and the 
| ’ dolatry of the people, and their worship of 
iz ancestors. He also related several notable 
; they had the same confession of faith, and 
} | served the same Lord. The Alliance was 
| 
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there was mention made of various énemies | conditions, as appeared in-the covenant upon 


> & 


from the point of truth, and brought | words. This wondrous faithfalness of God, 

he question of responsibility as to sin.| what would be the end of it? Looking q 
painful aspect of modern Christian life | back upon God’s dealings with us all through : 
tendency to refer all our sufferings to | life, our cry would be, “Just and true are . 
-doings of others, without the sense | Thy ways, Thou King of saints!” That ¥ 
personal guilt which the Apostle John | would be the end of it. Every trial—the 


RE 


5 


we 
brought upon us by our own sin, our want | stood, with all the ransomed ones, in the 
of watchfulness, our giving way to temper, our | presence of the King. That would 
greediness and worldliness, our failure to deal | one of the 
gently and compassionately with those who | petual, eternal adoration—after 
were round sbout us. From all this we | faili 
turn, with a deeper sense of our need of | have been and are Thy ways, Thou King of 
instruction, help, encouragement, and con- | saints.” , 


CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED FROM OCTOBER 9, 1883. - : q 


Req, and Mr. q 

W. Watson, . | Mis . . - . 333 

P. Maddocks 13 | Mr Sutton it Rev. J. Watson Geddie 6 O 
Miss Lacy Southampton Branch, per R Mrs M.Metthews .. 
G. B. Hunter, © | Rev. 7. Brockichurst, uw». 010 6 
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week, and which showed the dreadful con- | undoubtedly still a great power in the world, 
dition of « large mumber of people in that | and was even now growing in our own 
great city. He thought our denominational | land. 
spirit was partly to blame for that, and} On the motion of Mr. Panton, seconded by 
therefore he rejoiced im the work of the | Mr. Wateon, a vote of thanks was passed to 
Alliance, as it tended to unite Christians. | the speakers, who had come from a distance. 
The Romish Church was united, and was | Mr. Watson pronounced the Benediction. 
THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD. 
Pressure 
numbers of 
giving a 
for spiritual 
House, on 
ject chosen 
fulness of God,—-The believer's security and | turning.” Every promise He had given He 
comfort in trial and conflict ” (Psalm lxxxix. | would k 
1-18 ; 1 Cor. i. 9). “ifs” in | 
The Rev. J an Gritton, p.D., gave the | God kept 
introductory address, He said that the | that God 
selected passage showed not only that God | could never change (“I, the Lord, change 
was faithful, bat that His people had great | fot”) However, in the carrying out of His 
need of His faithfulness, for in these verses | unchangeable will and purposes, He put in 
of the Most High, who were also and | which Psalm Ixxxix. turned; and if the 
necessarily enemies of His people ; and when- | thing promised did not come to us, it was 
ever people had enemies there would come | because our sins had called the “ifs” into 
tu them trial and suffering. This Psalm | operation, and we had not fulfilled the con- 
discovered a great deal to strengthen our con- | ditions of the covenant. Amidst the mullti- 
viction of the faithfulness of God, without | plied sorrows and trials of life, we had in the 
a deep sense of which the lot of His people | Word of God multiplied assurances. There 
would be very hard indeed. We could never | was a refuge in the very name of the Lord, 
get any healthy, strengthening conviction of | associated as it was in Holy Scriptare with 
; faithfulness of God unless we looked at | so many distinguishing and most comforting 
spoke.of when he said, “If we say we have | whole dispensation of trial and sorrow and 
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payable to the order of either of the Secretaries 


and Mr. A. J. Arnold), or to the Treasurer. 


ttances may be made 


(Lieut,-Gerfiral Field, 


Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c. 
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